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Message 

from the 

president. 

Dear members and 

supporters of SACIM. 

It is with great pleas-

ure that we bring to 

you our first newslet-

ter for 2014. This 

year we will have to 

have some debates regarding the future 

direction of SACIM. We will need to look 

at how best we can serve the unfortunate 

sick children of Mauritius and we will also 

need to look at ways that we can better 

invest our funds to improve returns on our 

investment. As you are all aware with inter-

est rates being at its lowest for decades, 

the conventional fixed term bank deposit 

may no longer be the best method of in-

vesting our funds. 

Over the next few months the committee 

will be debating our future direction with 

any proposal to be put to our Annual Gen-

eral Meeting, which will be held in August, 

for discussion and approval. I sincerely 

hope to see as many financial members as 

possible attending our AGM. It is an open 

forum where you can ask questions and 

where important decisions are made. So, 

please try your best to attend. In due 

course our members will be advised of the 

date, time and venue of the AGM. 

Medical:- 

For a few months now Dr Balakumar, Dr 

Rajkomar and a team from the Royal Chil-

dren Hospital have been debating on the 

merits or otherwise of operating on Victo-

ria Mercier Rouillon, a 15 year old girl who 

suffers from dorso lumbar scoliosis. Three 

weeks ago we have been advised that surgi-

cal intervention will go ahead. We are 

awaiting further details, timeline and costs, 

from the doctors and details about formali-

ties from SACIM Mauritius. We are hoping 

to see this young girl in Melbourne in June 

or July. 

We are also in negotiation with SACIM 

Mauritius regarding the funding of some five 

children who will be sent to India for co-

chlear implant. At this stage the committee 

has agreed to fund some or all the cases 

depending on costs. We are awaiting more 

details from SACIM Mauritius. 

We are also in talks with our counterparts 

in Perth who may need some financial assis-

tance from us. 

Fund Raising: 

Our annual dinner dance will be held at the 

Malvern Town Hall on Saturday 12th July. 

Once again we will be entertained by Ben 

Sandapa and his group and we will be 

spoiled with delicious Mauritian food from 

Jacques La Catering. As the number of tick-

ets will be limited to 300 we would like you 

to book as early as possible to avoid disap-

pointment. 

Very soon we will be sending out raffle 

books to our members and supporters. We 

need to sell the 5,000 tickets that will be on 

sale. Please try your very best to sell as 

many tickets as you possibly can. We will 

have some fantastic prizes on offer but 

above all people will buy tickets because 

they want to help make a difference in the 

lives of unfortunate sick children. 

Again I would like to acknowledge the con-

tribution made by our sponsors. For quite a 

few years now Air Mauritius has been our 

major sponsor. We need to support them 

so that they can continue to sponsor our 

major raffles. So please if you are planning a 

trip overseas why not check with Air Mau-

ritius first. You can also register on line to 

subscribe to their frequent flyer pro-

gramme, Kestrelflyer, and benefit from the 

enormous privileges of being a member. 

Seapoint Bungalows and Mrs Akaloo have 

also been one of our major sponsors for 

many years now. They have been offering 

free accommodation at their luxurious bun-

galows in Pointe Aux Piments.           . . . /4 

http://www.sacim.org.au
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Although we try our best to publish two news-

letters every year, we have up to date websites 

and a facebook page, nevertheless some people 

are not well informed about the on-going good 

work of SACIM in Australia. 

In the past we have had a regular supply of chil-

dren coming from Mauritius through the SACIM 

organisation in Mauritius. Of late, with advance-

ment in health science and improved health ser-

vice delivery in Mauritius, and with other op-

tions such as India being cheaper than Australia, 

we have had difficulty to get children through 

this channel. 

We are in a changing world and as such SACIM 

is no exception. Twelve years ago, Professor 

Paddy Dewan, a urology specialist expressed the 

desire to travel to Mauritius in order, not only, 

to operate on the children but also to set up 

and train doctors and others associated in this 

field. Obviously this attempt was to benefit 

SACIM financially, but at the same time more 

children would be able to benefit from this pro-

ject. Financially this project was not easy to start 

with. 

SACIM Australia eventually provided a sum of 

money for suture materials and a diathermic 

machine. Every year SACIM Australia make it a 

point to invite Paddy Dewan to its annual fund 

raising dinner dance, so that he is able to tell the 

Mauritian community of the good work that he 

does in Mauritius. On this occasion Paddy is 

presented with a substantial donation in support 

of his work with the Mauritian children. 

On his many visits over the last 11 years Paddy 

has performed surgical operations on nearly 800 

children in Mauritius and more importantly he 

has established training for a team of local spe-

cialists to take over from him and continue his 

work in the future. 

Recently Dr Paulo Selber, a specialist in the or-

thopaedic field from the Royal Children Hospital 

has expressed the desire to go to Mauritius in 

order to share his knowledge and procedures 

with his counter parts in Mauritius, and if possi-

ble to operate on more difficult cases there. 

At its meeting held on Saturday 22nd March, the 

committee of SACIM, after deliberating on a 

motion presented to it agreed to give full moral 

support to Dr Selber and support his endeav-

ours for the benefit of Mauritian children. 

Fritz Herry 

 

Gen X, Gen Y and SACIM 

It is easy to assume that the younger genera-

tions do not want to get involved with organisa-

tions such as SACIM. But for those of us who 

have grown up with it, or are connected with it 

through our culture, friends or family, we can-

not deny how important SACIM’s work is in 

helping children or that supporting SACIM’s 

cause is a necessary part of being active in a 

community. 

SACIM can easily be perceived as something for 

our parents to look after since for most of us 

growing up, that has always been the case. How-

ever, to reach a younger generation and get 

them involved, a few changes to the already es-

tablished fundraising techniques could be made. 

It would be important to look at what kind of 

events interest young people, from music to at-

tire! One thing that doesn’t have to change at all 

is the delicious Mauritian and Rodriguan food – 

especially for those who have moved out of the 

family home, the promise of a good “rougaille” 

or “mine frire” is very enticing! 

SACIM could also look at mirroring what some 

of the more modern charity organisations are 

doing to raise money (such as fun themed 

nights, morning teas, movie nights or even fun 

runs!), and also look at boosting their social me-

dia presence to increase awareness in the com-

munity. 

 

Encouraging the younger members to bring 

along new friends to events such as Dinner 

Dances would be the best way to start the ball 

rolling. Focusing on making the events fun for 

both young as well as the not so young (and 

anyone in between!), would be a great first step. 

 

By Sophie Rochecouste, whose grandfather 

was a co-founder of SACIM and father was 

president for many years. 
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Extract from the report of Professor De-

wan’s latest visit to Mauritius 

During the 15th visit for the Kind Cuts for Kids 

program in Mauritius, a project that started in 

2001, 160 children were reviewed, 39 had sur-

gery under 40 anaesthetics. This brings the num-

ber of clinical episodes in the 14 years to 2479 

and the number of surgical treatment events to 

799. 

A significant difference to previous Kind cuts for 

Kids visits was the number of surgeries and con-

sultations that were conducted by the Mauritian 

Surgeon and the 2nd member of the visiting team, 

Dr John Lazarus, a Paediatric Urologist from the 

Red Cross Children’s Hospital in Cape Town.  

Of the 61 operations, for 22, Professor Dewan 

was the primary surgeon, Dr Teeroovengadum 
was the primary surgeon for 24 of the proce-

dures and the remaining 15, Dr Lazarus was the 

principle surgeon; several operations involved Dr 

Lazarus assisting Dr Teeoengardum, while Pro-

fessor Dewan attended to other aspects of the 

visit. 

Included in the teaching were lectures given on 

three different occasions; 

Common Paediatric Urology – Professor John 

Lazarus 

Lessons from Mauritius – perineal body re-

construction – Professor Paddy Dewan. 

Legal argument and Medical Ethics – Profes-

sor Dewan 

Mauritian Paediatric Surgery 2001 to 2013 – 

Professor Paddy Dewan 

Each of the lectures was well attended, with well 

over 250 people being present between each of 

the three occasions at which the lectures were 

given.  The newly developed continuing medical 

education program has obviously improved the 

participation and subsequent patient benefits of 

the education sessions.  However, the majority of 

the teaching was during the operations, clinics 

and ward rounds. 

As usual, the achievements for the individual pa-

tients are not insignificant, but the most impor-

tant outcome for this visit was the announcement 

of the undertaking of the reconstruction of a 

ward at the Neru Hospital for the accommoda-

tion of the Paediatric Surgical Unit.  

Future Direction 

Mauritius is now poised to 

have a sustainable world 
class Paediatric Surgical ser-

vice, the future of which de-

pends on developing the in-

frastructure, supporting of 

the staff now in place, and 

the promotion of the sub-

specialisation of Paediatrics, 

Radiology and Anaesthesia.  Service to the com-

munity will require three surgeons, but in order 

for the standard of care for complex cases to be 

maintained, the surgeons should be involved in 

outreach to communities with large populations, 

which could come about by the Mauritian sur-

geons being enabled (and expected) to assist the 

work of Kind cuts for Kids. 

It is essential that any manpower decisions for 

Paediatric Surgery are considered in light of that 

which is already in place, and itinerant, ad hoc 

arrangements by private hospitals in Mauritius 

and with Surgeons from multiple countries, with-

out due consideration to longer term goals, will 

put achievements thus far obtained at risk. And, 

it is vital that there is a designated hospital, ward 

and support for a Paediatric Surgery Unit that is 

then underpinned by collaborative, thoughtful 

planning into the future.  
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Please send articles and/or photographs you would 

like included in the next issue of the SACIM (Aust) 

Inc. Newsletter. Mail your contribution to SACIM 

(Aust) Inc. at the address on the back page or email 

to: info@sacim.org.au  Thanks you. 

SACIM (Aust) Inc. 

Want to reach our 350+ Members & Supporters with your Ad in the next issue? 

Contact the Secretary with your details. 

$30 for one year 

From page 1/ . . .  Again, if you are planning a holiday in Mauritius why not check their very competitive rates. 

CDC Homes from Keilor joined us as a sponsor last year and again this year will donate the second prize of our 

raffle, a hotel voucher valued at $800. If you are thinking of building, no matter where, it would pay you to seek 

some advice from Sam, Charlie and the team at CDC homes. 

Jacqueline Devienne and Chefs Toolbox have also been outstanding supporters of ours. They have organised fund 

raising initiatives on our behalf and like previous years they will donate something of value to our raffle. This year 

we will receive a block of knives with five knives that will be the third prize of the raffle. 

Just last week La Caze Mama has joined us and the owner Mr Giddish Ramjuttun would like to build a strong rela-

tionship with us by becoming a sponsor. They will donate a hamper that will be the fourth prize of the raffle. 

With his $200 gift voucher for fifth prize, we welcome onboard Clency Coutet.  We may have more than the 

official five prizes or more door prizes. Richard Lemiere, another committee member has, as in previous years 

donated some garden tools. Thanks Richard. 

Finally: 

Please keep in touch with us by visiting our website or by joining us on facebook. We hope to see as many of you 

as possible at our dinner dance and at our AGM. 

Until next time, all the very best to you and your loved ones. Keep safe and well. 

 

Sacim Committee   2013 – 2014 

President 

Guy Cyril Tuyau   (0414 806 073) 

 

Vice President  

Gilbert Clark  (0414 935 454) 

 

Secretary 

Marlene Tesmann  (0413 339 485) 

 

Treasurer 

Christiane Quenette (0401 144 719) 

 

 

 

 

Ass Secretary & membership Co-

ordinator 

Chantal Felix  (0425 781 030) 

 

Members:- 

Henrico Gontran 

May Herry 

Fritz Herry 

Richard Le Miere 

 

 

 

 

Web Co-ordinator 

Sophie Rochecouste 

 

Medical Advisors: 

Dr Amrish Rajkomar 

Dr Padma Rao 

Mr Devan Gaya 

Prof Paddy Dewan 
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SACIM Acknowledges the valuable 
support provided by Air Mauritius: 
Two Return Tickets Perth / Mauri-
tius as the First Prize for our Major 
Raffle drawn at our annual Charity 
Ball . 
 

Non-Stop-Caring! 

Air Mauritius Melbourne Office: 

Tel: 03-9251-5047 

http://www.airmauritius.com/ 

Seapoint Beach Bungalows 
Pointe aux Canoniers, Mauritius 

Home away from home self contained 
studios on the beach with fantastic views. 
Each studio accommodates up to 2 per-

sons and has a double bed, adjoining bath-

room/toilet, a kitchenette and a verandah. 

Swimming pool & BBQ area! 

Ph: +230-696-48-04, Fax: +230-686-73-80 

 

 Free quotes 

 Garden establishment & maintenance pro-
grams 

 Turf & irrigation installation 

 Pest & weed identification & control 

 Pruning & edging 

 Veggie gardens 

Fully Insured 

Call Richard or Anne-Marie 

Ph 5975-7722 Mob 0400 031 209 

PO Box 882 Mornington 3931 

ASPC 

Make your 
garden dance 

Servicing all your  

 accounting 
 taxation 
 financial planning 
 debt finance  
 property investment needs 

Call Gilbert Clark BH 0414-935-454 

gilbert@dfs.com.au 

1/13 Scott Street, Dandenong 3175 
www.dfs.com.au  

Danber 
Financial 

Services 

 

For great luxury accommodation 

at reasonable rates at Flic En Flac 

please contact Dinesh on 0011 230 

2511804 

and quote Sacim Australia 

CDC Homes - Building 

Dreams for over 30 years 

Building your new home is an impor-

tant milestone & we are here to help 

you every step of the way. 

 

At CDC Homes, we’re proud of our 

30 year history of helping our many 

repeat customers achieve their dream 

of building a house they can proudly 

call their home. 

As a custom builder we take the time 

to get to know you and your require-

ments. 

D E S I G N  &  P R I N T 

Business Cards 

Fliers / Brochures 

Invoice Books 

Damien Labutte 

WWW.DLGRAPHICS.COM.AU 

http://www.airmauritius.com/
http://www.jreoccasion.com/
http://www.jreoccasion.com/
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About SACIM (Australia) Inc.  SACIM (Aust) Inc. is a volunteer 
charitable organization that started in Australia in 1973 to provide critical op-
erations in Australian Hospitals to children inoperable in Mauritius. The or-
ganization is affiliated to SACIM in Mauritius who identifies the cases and 
prepares the children to be sent to several countries. In Australia the role of 
SACIM is to establish contact with hospitals and professional medical person-
nel, welcome the children, provide foster parenting during their stays, admit 
them to hospital, visit and comfort them during their stressful time here and 
care for them until they can go back home. This assistance is all provided by 
volunteers. 

Some of the medical and professional services are voluntarily provided but 
there are some costs that cannot be waived. Depending on the case, the 
costs can vary between $10,000 and & $50,000. Those costs are paid by 
funds raised by SACIM supporters throughout Australia. Over the past 40 
years SACIM has cared for 287 children from Mauritius in Australia. 

More recently SACIM in Australia has been able to sponsor Specialist Doctors 
from Australia to travel to Mauritius to perform operations locally there; an effective service delivery to more children 
when this has been appropriate. 

To find more about SACIM, to join the organization or to become a volunteer, please call the Secretary on 03-9561-1953 
or discuss with any Committee Member. A membership application form is included at the bottom of this page. 

Your donation is welcome, please use the form at the bottom of this page . Thank you. 

SOCIETY FOR AID TO CHILDREN INOPERABLE IN MAURITIUS - Membership Application & Donation Form 

I /We would like to renew my/our membership, or apply to become a member(s) of SACIM (Aust) Inc., ABN 23 058 026 816, 

Or make a donation as indicated below. 

Please find enclosed a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for  $______  (Membership is $15 per annum per member, $25 for family) 

Please find enclosed a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for  $______   ( being my/our donation in support of SACIM’s work.) 

        TOTAL   $______ 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________  Signature (1) __________________________________ 

        Signature (2) __________________________________ 

Membership runs from 1
st 

July to 30
th

 June financial year.  

Please send completed form to: The SACIM Secretary, 222 Brandon Park Drive, Wheelers Hill, VIC 3150. 

A receipt will be sent for all membership fees and donations. Thank You. 

For Newsletter queries, please contact  

The SACIM (Aust) Secretary 

At  

222 Brandon Park Drive 

Wheelers Hill, VIC 3150 

AUSTRALIA 

 

Tel: 03-9561-1953 

E-Mail: info@sacim.org.au 

 
Web Site: 

www.sacim.org.au 

mailto:info@sacim.org.au?subject=SACIM%20Newsletter%20Query
http://www.sacim.org.au

